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October 2, 2016  Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 141 Gospel LK 17:5-10 
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”  The Lord replied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you 
would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. “Who among you would 
say to your servant who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here immediately and take 
your place at table’?  Would he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat. Put on your apron and wait on 
me while I eat and drink. You may eat and drink when I am finished’?  Is he grateful to that servant because he did what 
was commanded?  So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are 
unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obliged to do.’” 

 
Spiritual Reflection:  All good things come from God, so ultimately all praise should go to him as well.  Even our talents 
and our opportunities are gifts from God, so if we bear fruit because of them very little of the credit should go to us.  
When we start to take more credit than is our due, we are forgetting who really is the Lord.  That was Satan’s mistake; 
let’s not repeat it. This kind of humility can sound harsh to us.  Isn’t Jesus being a bit hard on that servant of the parable?  
The servant worked hard, obeys, submits, and Jesus says he should look for no recompense; he’s just doing his duty.  It 
seems rather cold.  But in fact it’s just the opposite.  Imagine how unstable our lives would be if the intensity of God’s 
love for us depended on the efficiency of our service in his kingdom.  We would be just as anxious, ambitious, and self 
centered working for Christ as we tend to be working for money and promotions.  In the Lord’s Kingdom, the opposite is 
true.  God’s love for each of us is already so total, so personal, so unconditional, and so untiring that nothing we can do 
can increase or decrease it.  And so the servant in God’s Kingdom does his work energetically, joyfully, and peacefully as 
a response to that gratuitous love of God. 

 
Spiritual Questions: 
1. Does the word “servant” have a bad connotation to you? Why? 
2. How much do you think you would get in heaven if your payment was based solely on your efforts/works? 
3. How can you give glory to God for the gifts and talents you have? 
4. How can you become more joyful in your service to God? 
5. What does it mean to you that God’s love is total for each person? 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/17:5

